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Friends of Habitat, 

In 2019, we celebrate 25 years of proud service to 
our community! We are excited to celebrate with you 
the organization’s rich 25 year history of providing 
affordable housing as well as commit to a vision of 
service to the community for the next 25 years!

You have been a part of the organization’s journey 
and we are grateful for your service and generosity. 
Thank you for the many hours of selfless service and 
the generous support you give to offer our neighbors 
in need of a hand up. Our community and the families 
within it are stronger because of your kindness. Thank 
you!

In partnership,

 

Heidi M. Maldoon
Executive Director

Winter 2019
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Upcoming Events From the Executive Director

Like Us on Facebook 
@habitatcasperwyoming Follow Us on Instagram

@habitatcasperwyoming
Visit Our Webpage

www.heartofwyoming.org

Friday, October 4th
5th Annual Building Haven Gala
Wolcott Galleria Ballroom & Theater
An Evening on the Silver Screen 

We were recently upgraded 
to a 2018 Gold Seal on our 

GuideStar Nonprofit Profile for 
our organization transparency! 
Now our community, potential 

donors, funders, and key 
decision makers can tangibly 

see our commitment to financial 
accountability.

February 23rd & March 2nd 
Financial Foundations Training 
9:00 AM - Noon 
Led by certified housing counselors, a free course 
for those interested in gaining financial skills to 
become homeowners. 
Space is limited. 

May 4th - Saturday 
Community Build Day 
Celebrating Habitat’s 25th Year Anniversary.
Pre-Registration Required. 

June 7th - Friday 
Horseheads Baseball Fundraiser
A portion of ticket sales benefit Habitat.

August 10th - Saturday
Women Build 
Every woman can make a difference!
Pre-Registration Required. 

In this special edition newsletter please enjoy excerpts 
from the past, in addition to current happenings.

36 completed homes & counting since 1994. 
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Board of Directors

Tim Anderson, President
Tyler Stark, Treasurer
Kindra Moore, Secretary
Alaina Binfet, Member 
Shauna Gibbs, Member
Jens Hansen, Member
 

Staff Members

Lorraine Adams, Administrative Assistant
Kelly Cooper, Program Manager
Dave Davis, Construction Site Supervisor
Carol Hall, Volunteer Coordinator 
Heidi Maldoon, Executive Director
Shawn Martz, Construction Manager
Jamie Smith, Design Associate
Paula Travers, Financial Resources Manager

1994 - Our Foundation

Team Habitat, 2019

1994 - Original Habitat 
for Humanity, The Heart 
of Wyoming Logo

1

Habitat History; Check out our affiliate’s first newsletter:



25 Years of building hope and homes in Natrona County 

Habitat Homeowners

1995 – Habitat announces the first two homeowners to receive homes in Natrona County. The two families 
– Sandra Moss and her daughters, Ashley, 9, and Jennifer, 8 and Darin and Jennifer Grasso and their daughter 
Gabrielle, 1- formally began construction in May 1995. Their groundbreaking ceremonies saw some 75 community 
members in attendance, complete with ceremonial gold shovels and live band to celebrate. 

1997 – Due to the expansion 
on the Wyoming Medical Center, 
there were eleven homes located 
just south of the hospital that 
needed to be removed. The County 
Commissioner at the time, Mr. 
Marion Bouzis, gave Habitat the first 
opportunity to receive these homes 
if Habitat were in a position to have 
them relocated. With the City of 
Casper already donating three lots 
located in North Casper, Habitat had 
locations for three of the homes. 
It cost approximately $5,500 per 
house to move. 1997
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1997

2008 - Melanie Cantu-Busler 
stands on the vacant lot 
that her future home will be 
built on. Melanie has since 
remained an active advocate 
of Habitat, serving on the 
Family Selection Committee 
and partnering to mentor 
new homeowners during the 
construction process. 

2017 - “Initial observations 
of the house were the green 
front lawn, inviting bright 
red seating bench, planted 
flowers, and clean exterior. 
Once inside the home, fresh 
scents immediately greeted 
me in addition to Melanie’s 
friendly black cat. It was 
very evident this was not 
just a completed habitat 
house, but Melanie’s pride 
and joy.” - Jamie Smith, 
Homeowner Feedback 
Interview

What does your ideal 
home look like?  

(Dream big!)
 

“Ours. The home has good 
curb appeal and is very 

enjoyable.”
- Current Habitat Homeowner,

Melanie Cantu-Busler, 2010



25 Years of building hope and homes in Natrona County 

The 37th & 38th Homeownership Partner Families in Natrona 
County break ground at the Harris Crossing Subdivision. 

In September we welcomed two new families to the Harris Crossing 
Subdivision with a Double Groundbreaking Ceremony. We wish the 
Krueger & Miller families ‘Happy Building’ and are excited to see their 
journeys to homeownership continue!

Krueger Family
Mary has two daughters – Monica, 12 and Elise, 7. Monica is excited 
about the prospect of having her own room, while Elise is looking 
forward to a yard to play in. Mary grew up in the neighborhood of the 
Harris Crossing subdivision where her home will be, and her parents live 
within walking distance. She remembers it as a field, but that field will 
now be called home.

Miller Family
Megan, mother of Cambrie, 5, and Emmalyn, 3,  is happy her daughters 
will be able to have their own rooms (they currently share the master 
bedroom in Megan’s apartment) and will have a place to play outdoors. 
She moved to Casper in 2009 and started working at the Ramkota as a 
front desk clerk and night auditor. She has moved up in the ranks and in 
2015 became a sales manager, a job Megan loves.

Susan Burk Morning Show 
K2 Radio 
Future Homeowner Megan   

Donny - 100.5 KTED
Breck Media Group 
Future Homeowner Mary  

Subdivision Partner Families
New!

Radio Interviews

Additional homeowner(s) will be selected 
following the January 2019 Application Cycle. 
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Sarah Weinhandl now has a home where her children, 
1-year-old daughter Avery and 6-year-old son Layton, 
have room to play. 

The move came just in time for Layton to start first 
grade at a nearby school. Layton has already talked 
about how much he likes the home, especially the 
backyard.

Sarah, an assistant manager at Porter’s Mountain 
View Supply, has been through many obstacles as she 
worked on her new home, including a foot injury and 
her son being diagnosed with type 1 diabetes. 

“It’s been a very hard thing to adjust to and get used 
to. But now that we have a home of our own and we 
have this stability of our home, it’s amazing.”

Hello Neighbor!

August 2018 - All smiles as we congratulate Sarah for 
closing on her first home! Coty Crain was the escrow 
officer in charge at Rocky Mountain Title Insurance 
Agency that took great care in assisting Sarah with 
the closing documents. All of the hard work put into 
helping to build her own home has paid off! 

First Families Close on their Homes at Harris Crossing

November 2018 - Everyone in the room with 
Kristen, including her mother, could feel the energy 
as Ms. Hayes closed on her Habitat home. Kristen was 
emotional as she signed the first page but continually 
expressed her gratitude and excitement to own her 
own home. Summit Title Services carried out the closing, 
answering all of Kristen’s homeownership questions. 

Kristen Hayes was determined to find a  
better life for herself and her daughter Riley. 

Upon hearing the news she had been selected, she 
simultaneously cried and asked when she could 
start working on her sweat equity. Kristen is known 
throughout the community for the excellent customer 
service she provides as a cashier at Albertson’s. 

Her favorite holiday is Halloween and we were 
delighted to honor that by closing on her home the 
week of Halloween this year!  



A Habitat home provides an 
increased feeling of safety and 
stability. It is a positive influence 
on children’s education. It’s a 
connectivity to the community and 
increased participation in family 
interactions. A Habitat home marks 
an overall improved economic, 
physical, and mental well-being 
across multiple generations. 

Everyone 
deserves
a decent 
place to live.
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Everyone 
deserves
a decent 
place to live.



25 Years of building hope and homes in Natrona County 

Community Partners
2002

1994

Welcome
Paula!

In 2018, we welcomed Paula 
Travers into her new role 
with Habitat for Humanity as 
Financial Resources Manager!

Paula’s life has revolved 
around the housing industry 
since her childhood. Paula’s 
father was a self-employed 
contractor and she assisted 
him whenever possible 
during the long summers 
as a child. In her adult life, 
she has served in many 
of the housing avenues 
working as an abstractor/
escrow officer, realtor, 
lender, and board officer for 
the Seton House. Paula truly 
believes safe, decent and 
affordable housing is the 
backbone of the family and 
that everyone deserves a 
place to call home. 

Habitat homes are affordable because Habitat 
does not make a profit, the homes are sold with 
a no-interest loan, and the homes are built by 
volunteers.



1994
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Refrigerator Donated

Kitchen Connections of 
Casper generously donated a 
refrigerator to the Hayes Family 
in time for their housewarming.
If home is where the heart 
is, then the soul is in the 
kitchen and since 2002, 
Kitchen Connections has been 
committed to designing and 
installing custom kitchens.

World Habitat Day 

Thank you The Office Bar & 
Grill and Cadillac Cowgirl for 
raising money to support affordable 
housing in Casper during World 
Habitat Day 2018. The first Monday 
of October, Habitat joins the United 
Nations in raising awareness, 
educating, and mobilizing 
individuals and communities to take 
action on the global housing crisis.

Giftcards to Create a Home

Lee Brennon Charles Home 
Market has committed to helping 
each of the homeowners at Harris 
Crossing fill their homes with quality, 
chic decor! Sarah (Habitat’s first 
homeowner at Harris Crossing) and 
Kristen were each presented with a 
gift-card to the family owned brick 
and mortar Home Decor store located 
in Casper, Wyoming. Lee Brennon 
Charles will do the same for the 11 
additional new homeowners at 
Harris Crossing!

WCDA Home$tretch 5k

Thank you from start to finish 
Wyoming Community 
Development Authority for 
allowing Habitat to be a part of 
your Home$tretch 5k on June 
27th! Prior to the walk/run future 
Habitat homeowner Sarah was able 
to speak to the crowd of lenders 
and realtors about her journey and 
experience with Habitat, sharing 
the needs of safe and affordable 
housing in Casper.

December 2018 - Together with Jonah Bank of Wyoming, Artisan Alley, & David 
Street Station, we were thrilled to be a part of Casper’s first Skate with Santa! Families 
came together for reindeer and snowmen crafts, ice-skating, and memories made 
with Santa Claus! An additional thank you to First American Title for volunteering! 
#WhereCasperSkatesTogether



25 Years of building hope and homes in Natrona County 

Yes We Can! Fundraising
1999 – The Aluminum Cans Build Habitat for Humanity 
Homes fundraising campaign kicked off in 1999. Habitat 
for Humanity, The Heart of Wyoming placed aluminum 
can recycling bins at various community businesses and 
churches. The bins were clearly marked with the program 
name and logo. Habitat for Humanity volunteers and their 
local partners collected the aluminum cans that were 
deposited and returned for recycling. Everyone in the local 
community was also encouraged to donate aluminum cans 
to the program. All money raised was used to build Habitat 
for Humanity houses. Habitat encouraged the community 
to get involved with the project as it would enhance the 
affiliate’s capability of receiving additional aluminum industry 
grant money. 
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2018 Year-End Grants

Black Hills Energy - $1,500

First Interstate Bank - $3,000

Hilltop National Bank - $5,000

Margaret H. and James E. Kelley 
Foundation, Inc. - $17,500

US Bank - $2,500

Wheeler Family Foundation - $6,000

10 Vacuums Donated

Thank you Dirt Devil for donating 10 vacuums 
for Financial Foundation participants who attend 
both Saturday sessions. Registration is now open 
for those interested in learning the skill necessary 
to confidently plan for or purchase a home. 

Full cost of registration is covered (and that doesn’t 
suck)! Space is limited. Contact Kelly Cooper at 
(307) 234-1348 or at kelly@heartofwyoming.org 
to reserve your spot today!

Financial Foundations 
Training

NEW TIME & DATE
9:00 AM - Noon

Feb. 23rd & Mar. 2nd, 2019

FREE

We are proud to announce The Wells Fargo 
Housing Foundation has granted $5,000 
towards the Homeownership Counseling Grant 
Program, providing local families with the tools 
necessary to become successful homeowners, 
while also learning about a variety of local 
assistance programs available.

Financial Foundations Training allows for more 
than 20 families each year to attend a free class 
led by expert instruction on budgeting, creating 
financial goals, reducing debt, and understanding 
& improving credit ratings.
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25 Years of building hope and homes in Natrona County 

1997 – Habitat Blitz Build constructs 3-bedroom Bar Nunn home in one week. 
The September Blitz Build came off without a hitch because of the prior four 
months work by Jim Gernert and his assistant, Bill Ward. When Jim said “yes” 
to the challenge of building a new Habitat home in just seven days, little did he 
realize what was lying ahead for him and his volunteer staff. For Jim personally 
it meant laying 1100 feet of sanitary sewer pipe, 860 feet of water main with 
three fire hydrants, 9 water main taps, and four 100 foot water and sewer 
laterals. As if all of that was not enough to tackle, add daily chemotherapy and 
radiation treatments for Jim. Words fail to express the gratitude felt by home 
owner, Ms. Kitty Hugg, and her children. 

1997 - US Army Reserves 
Company #461 digs the ditch to 
install sewer and water lines for 
a Habitat home as a part of a 
military training exercise. 

We        Our Volunteers

2001
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Construction Volunteer Team Build Days

Wyoming Housing Network
October 2018 

Hilltop National Bank
August 2018 

The Dream Team
November 2018 

Then and Now!
Greg Olson

Dean Brennan

Mary England

1997 1995

2001
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Market Square Building 
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